GUERRE DE POTS DE CHAMBRE
France and Prussia came to terms] was a direct and satisfactory
outcome of the Peace of Paris was stigmatized by Wilkes in his
article as
the most abandonned instance of ministerial effrontery ever attempted
to be imposed on mankind.
Wilkes tried to persuade his readers that he was not attacking
the King. He wrote:
The King's Speech has always been considered by the legislature
and by the public at large as the speech of the Minister.
But the shaft had gone home, as he meant it to go home: he
had insolently impugned the King's honour, and depicted Gren-
ville as a puppet in the royal hands. There was studied insolence,
too, in the statement:
Every friend of his country must lament that a prince of so many
great and amiable qualities, whom England truly reveres, can be
brought to give the sanction of his sacred name to the most odious
measures and to the most unjustifiable public declarations from a
throne ever renowned for truth, honour, and unsullied virtue.
The compliment which the statement contained was wholly
obscured by the sneering insinuation which followed it.
The King and Grenville agreed to submit a copy of Number
XLV to the Law Officers of the Crown—Sir Fletcher Norton
Pater Lord Grandey] and Charles Yorke, Hardwicke's son. The
former was the Solicitor-General; the latter, the Attorney-
General. They gave it as their opinion that the Number examined
by them contained
a most infamous and seditious libel, tending to inflame the minds
and alienate the people from his Majesty, and to incite them to
traitorous insurrection against the King.
They also stated as their opinion that Wilkes could be proceeded
against.
The two Secretaries of State—Egremont and Halifax—there-
upon issued a warrant
to make strict and diligent search for the authors, printers, and
publishers of a seditious and treasonable paper, entitled The North
Briton, No. 45, and these or any of them having found, to apprehend
and seize, together with their papers.
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